40 in 1: AN (UNMODERN) LONGHOUSE

By Hussein Vicky, Daniel, Albert, and Lydia

Lots of Families Living Together
Comparing Longhouses to Modern Houses

Longhouses held about 40 families, and they look different from houses today. Each family had separate fires and sleeping areas. All the Iroquois women and children in a longhouse were in the same clan. The longhouse had two doors and no windows. Holes were cut in the roof to allow the smoke from the fire to escape. Also, the inside of a longhouse had poles horizontally laid.


The  inside of a longhouse.
How long is a Long house?

 The longhouse is approximately 15-20 feet high, and 40-200 feet wide, but it seems higher and wider, and it’s made out of bark and small saplings, etc. The Iroquois used as many of their resources as possible to make their homes.
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A village of a longhouses.
Longhouses look different from

houses today. Longhouses had rooms, but all rooms had no doors. Now, modern houses have rooms with doors. Before longhouses didn’t have locks because the Iroquois trusted each other. Houses today have locks because they don’t want robbers or any kind of person take stuff.
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(Unmodern) longhouse.

Compare this to a…

Modern house.
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