Talking in a Group with Shells

 by Martyna , Fahema ,and Jason 


What was Wampum and What 

 
It Was Used For?
       Wampum is a piece of string
with purplish, bluish, and whitish
shell beads cut from the inside
of a shell, called the Whelk shell
(or the Quahog shell) using a sharp
stone. Wampum was used for
writing messages on the shells. (The
wampum had symbols on them
instead of words.) They were 
used as belts, too.

This is a picture of wampum made

from Quahog shell beads.
What Were the Wampum Beads Made Out Of?

As said before, Wampum beads were made out of special shells that were called the Quahog shell. Native Americans used special sharp

stones to cut the shells. They had to

cut the shells in the middle to make

a cylinder with holes on the side and

inside. The beads were strung to a 

piece of string to create wampum.
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This is a picture of a Quahog
shell that’s still not cut from the inside.
Council Meetings and Wampum
     Council meetings were very 
important to the chiefs, because when   there is a problem in their village they needed some help how to solve it. The chiefs had wampum belts to remember
what they had to say in council meetings. When the chiefs read out what
they had on their wampum, they had to put all the wampum on the pole so then the each speaker had to pick their wampum out.
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Chiefs in a circle talking to each-
other and discussing about their problems from their village.
